A general checklist for dating artefacts
Observation and analysis:
1. An overall identification
· Is its function datable?
· Is its cultural significance datable

2. Assess completeness

· Is there something missing that could have aided dating?

3. Textual information

· Patent numbers

· Registered design numbers

· Trade marks

· Assay marks

· Other legal or design marks

· Manufacturing symbols, codes, marks or inscriptions

· Labels

· Price tags or inscriptions

· Personalised inscriptions

4. Assess overall style

· Period of style

i. Beware of retro styling

ii. Beware of pastiche styling

5. Materials

· Datable materials

6. Method(s) of production

· Dateable methods of production

7. Specific parts of the artefact

· Dateable design

· Dateable style

· Dateable material

8. Signs of use

· Dateable signs of use
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Some aids to dating: 
Some metals & alloys:

· Aluminium (

· Britannia metal (1770-1850)

· Nickel silver (1830s >)

· Tinplate (1820s >)

· Japanned iron (1700- …..)
· Enamelled iron (1840 - ….)

· Stainless steel (1950s >)

· Sheffield plate (1742-1840)

· Galvanised iron & steel plate (1830s >)

· Chrome plate (early 20thC >)

· Electro-plating (1840s >)

Some marks & inscriptions:

· Hall marks (maker; assay office; standard; date)

· Touch marks (pre1503-1875)

· EPNS (1850s >)

· EPBM (1860-1920)

· Patent numbers (1617 >)

· 1617-1852 = 1-14359

· 1853-1916 = year & no

· 1916 > = 100,001 -

· Imperial standards for volume and weight (1826 >)

· Registered design “diamond” (1842-1883)

· “Ltd” (1862 >)

· Registered trade marks (1876>)

· Registered design numbers (1884 >)

· “England” (1891 -1898)

· “Made in England” (1898 >)

· Postcards: divided backs (1902>)

· British Empire Exhibition lion (1924-25)

· CC41 (Clothing Control 1941, 1942-195)

· Festival of Britain star (May-Sept 1951)

· Design Council triangle (1972 >)
· British Standard kitemark (1922 >)

· “CE” mark  (1993 >)
Some types of photographs:

· Daguerrotype (1839>)

· Callotype (1840>)

· Ferrotype (late 1870s-1930s)

· Collodian & albumen plates (1850s-1880s)

· Dry collodian (1861)

· Gelatine dry plate (1880 >)

· Gelatine paper print (1888>)

· Cartes de visite (late 1850s-1890s)

· Cabinet (1868-1900s)

· Safety film (1920>) 16mm cine film (1923), 8mm (1932)
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