Marks and Meanings S Hstory
Decoding inscriptions on artefacts

. i MUSEUMS
Searching the Esp@cenet database thinktank e

General points to remember

e UK patents dating from the 1890s onwards are included in the database
e Search the Worldwide database for historical patents — the GB database only
covers patents issued from 1979 onwards

Searching by number

Numbers from ¢.1890s to 1915

e You will need to know the year as well as the number of the patent. For more
information on how numbers relate to years, see the list supplied or the list at
http://www.ipo.gov.uk/types/patent/p-about/p-whatis/p-oldnumbers/p-
oldnumbers-1852.htm

e Choose Number Search from the left menu

e Ensure the database selected is Worldwide

e Enter (without any spaces): GB, the year of publication (4 digits) and the
number (padded out to 5 digits where it is lower than 10000). For example, if

your patent is number 6259 and the year is 1897, you should enter
GB189706259
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Advanced Search

1. Select database
Number Search
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Numbers from 1916 onwards

Choose Number Search from the left menu

Ensure the database selected is Worldwide

Enter GB and the full number (no spaces or punctuation)
Example:

e esp@cenet Number, Search - Windows Internet Explorer provided by Millennium Point
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Advanced Search
1. Select database
Number Search
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Help
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Viewing and printing the document

When a result has been found, click on the title to go through to the record:
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Advanced Search RESULT LIST

1 result found in the Worldwide database for
GB518696 as the publication number

[Results are sorted by date of upload in database)

1 Improvements in or relating to devices for closing tins and like i e
Last result i containers in my patents lis

MNurnber Search

Inventor: Applicant: HERMANN GRABHER
Wy patents list n EC: B21D51/32 IPC: B21D51/32; B21D51/30
Publication info: GB318696 (A) — 1240-03-05

Classification Search

Hel Data supplied from the esp@cenet database — Worldwide
elp

Quick Help

» Why is the list limited to
500 results?

» Why is the number of
results sometimes B
approximate?

» Why could it be that a
certain patent document is
not displayed in the results
list?

» Why do | sometimes get
results having = title which
i not in English?
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When the record appears, choose the Original document tab:
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Use the navigation arrows to move through the document.
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It can be fiddly to view specifications on screen, so you may want to save or print
them. You can print individual pages, but if you want to print more than one, it's
easiest to use the ‘Save Full Document option’ (or disk icon) to save the document as
a PDF onto your computer, and then open in Adobe Reader for viewing and printing.




Searching for people

It can sometimes be possible to trace patents by a particular inventor (and
sometimes company, although for a long time patents were registered only in the
inventor’s name — if the inventor has the same name as the company it helps!).
However, quite a distinctive name is needed (as you have to search the worldwide
database), and even then you may have to comb through pages of results as it’s not
possible to search a date range. Negative results of searching cannot be treated as
proof that a person or company did not take out any patents, because its name may
have been entered in a way that is difficult to pick up on the database (or in the case
of a company not recorded at all.

Example:

An 1897 trade directory gives the name and address of Walter Griffiths & Co. Ltd.,
Highgate Square, Birmingham. Did ‘Walter Griffiths’ register any patents at this time?

Search:

Choose Quick Search from the left menu

Ensure the database selected is Worldwide

Select the Persons or Organisations option

Enter the simplest distinctive form of the name (omit ‘& Co. Ltd’)

fj esp@cenet Quicksearch - Windows Internet Explorer provided by Millennium Point
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Advanced Search
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Last Results list ;
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Help Select whether you wish to search with simple words in the titles and abstracts (where available) or

Quick Help with the name of an individual or organisation:

3 Why are there only 2 databases

available? O Wards in the title or abstract
Select what to search:

4 How many terms can | enter per (&) Persons or organisations

fiald?
 Can | searsh with 2 combination of 3. Enter search terms
words®

i Enter case insensitive search terms in English:
3 How do | enter an

anganisationicompany name?

Search term(s): walter griffiths | Institut Pasteur

SEARCH CLEAR
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This example gives (at the time of writing) approximately 174 results. Using the Next

button to go through the pages, eventually several patents of the right period are
found:
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Publication info: GB189801911 (A} — 1899-01-21 S
Improvements in Gabinets, Drawers,; and Pigeon Holes, and in the 3
Manufacture of the same. in my patents list []
Inventor: GRIFFITHS WALTER Applicant: GRIFFITHS WALTER
EC: IPC:

Publication info: GB189725873 (A} — 1898-10-29

INl Improvements in Tea or Goffee Urns. in my patents list [
Inventor: GRIFFITHS WALTER Applicant: GRIFFITHS WALTER
EC: IPC:

Publication info: GB189720505 (A) — 1898-08-27

Improvements in Lubricators for Cycle Hubs and other purposes. in my patents list [
Inventor: GRIFFITHS WALTER aApplicant: GRIFFITHS WALTER
EC: IPC:

Publication info: GB189716119 {A) — 1897-08-25

i8L* Improvements in Cycle Pedals. in my patents list [
Inventor: GRIFFITHS WALTER Applicant: GRIFFITHS WALTER
EC: IPC:

Publication info: GB189716118 {A) — 1895-05-20

Improvements in Cycles. in my patents list [
Inventor: GRIFFITHS WALTER Applicant: GRIFFITHS WALTER
EC: IPC:

Publication info: GB189706259 (A} — 1898-03-05
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Checking the patents, they have the correct address:
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[| Description
Quick Help K X COMPLETE SPECIFICATION.
» How can | maximise the Drawings
page view? Bprov in L for Cycle Hubs and other purposes;
int?
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» How can | save a Manufucharer do hereby declare the natura of this invention snd in what manne;
document? - he same iz to be pu¥ammd to be particalarly described and ascertained in and
? y the following statement +—
My invention has for its ohject improvements in lubricators, und refers marc
ularly to those for oyele hubs by which 1 obviate the necessity of removing thi
ult protector from the lubriuatmb hu]a during the process of lubrieation while
he e time my device is perfec and can be attached to any existin,
with as much ease as an mdmn'j dust protector it is also cheap and simp
o manufacture, and free from any liability to geh ant of order.
In order that my invention may be clearly undérstood, I have appended a sheet of
drawinga npovn which
TFigure 1 is nn en!uged view of my guard, -
Figure 2 is a section through sams
Figure 3 is a side elevation and
Figure 4 is a
In carryi wvention into effect, T have shown my improvement applied to thy
Lubrionti.mcf o eycle hub from which its application to any other purposes will bi
readily nnderstood. The spring clip A having the usual ends a® is provided with th, =
projection @ which is stam or pressed out of the metal of the clip A and i
provided with the aperture a* uf its end. Within this projection the cop D is_ fixed
the ball B and spring E being first inserted within the cup so that the ball finds
seat againgt the ed, of the npe:mw u? of the pmjw.lon al the lower end o
the eup bulnﬁ di with a projecti % which enters th
ln‘tmu.:mg ol l'unned |n Lhe hub being retained therein by the spring of th
I will thus bo soan that while the ball B provents the enteance of any dust to thi v
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What this doesn’t tell us is whether the inventor put his/her ideas into production. In
this case, the search was prompted by an enquiry about a camera marked ‘Griffiths
Camera Co., Highgate Square, Birmingham and there are also patents relating to
cameras.



