Dating a piece of costume
Take in the overall look of the garment, what is its silhouette?
↓
Quickly check for any labels, maker, fabric and care instructions as these will all give dating indications which will allow you to narrow your search.
Label, garments were only labelled by makers after 1800 and not consistently so.  It became a legal requirement in Britain to include the fabric content from 1986
↓
Stitching
Is it entirely hand stitched? Has it been machined?  The older a garment the more likely it is to be handmade.  Be wary of signs that the garment has been modified or altered
↓
What fabrics is it made from?

· Wool

· Cotton

· silk

· Gore tex 1989 onwards
· Waterproof fabric/macintosh  from 1823
· Nylon, 1940 nylon stockings from USA only available more widely for clothing after WW2 popular in 1960s and 70s
· Terylene 1941

· Spandex replaced rubber in underwaer
· Acrylics
· Rayon term first used in 1924 (previous viscose rayon 1894) popular until the 1950s
↓
What Fastenings are used?
· Zippers 1920s onwards for children and men, became universal after WW2.

· Zippers side seam more common 1930s-1960s

· Short centre backzips and sleeve zips 1930s-1940s

· Centre back zips occasionally 1940s, 1950s, 1960s and nearly always on 1970s onwards

· Hooks and eyes from the 14th century often used for underwear.  From,1900 in the form of a tape to allow a row to be easily added to a garment.
· Snap fasteners/poppers/press fastener patent from 1885 but rustproof from 1903
· Buttons from early times, Button Flies on men’s trousers until the 1940s

· Buckles from early times
· Clasps popular turn of the 19th c

· Velcro patented in 1955
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